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SUB J : ESTABLISHMENT OF PRECLEARANCE UNIT AT FREEPORT 
REF: NASSAU 1514 

1. MR. WILLIAM BIERMANN, EASTERN AIRLINES NASSAU DIRECTOR, 

HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT DISCUSSIONS ON ESTABLISHMENT OF 
PRECLEARANCE UNIT IN FREF.PORT HAVE PROCEEDED CONSIDERABLY 
MORE RAPIDLY THAN HE HAD PREVIOUSLY PREDICTED. ACCORDING 

TO BIERMANN, NEARLY ALL THE PROBLEMS HAVE NOW BEEN RESOLVED 
BY THE INTERESTED PARTIES WITH ONLY FEW MINOR ISSUES REMAINING 
TO BE SETTLED, I.E. WHETHER AIRPORT TAX ON AIRLINES TO FINANCE 
FACILITIES WILL BE FOR FIVE OR SEVEN YEARS DURATION. BIERMANN 
NOW ENVISAGES UNIT TO BE FUNCTIONING IN SEPT. 1976 AND STATES 
THAT EMBASSY SHOULD BE RECEIVING NOTIFICATION FROM GCOB 
PROPOSING NEGOTIATIONS. BIERMANN ALREADY AWARE OF CERTAIN 
EMBASSY RESERVATIONS TO PLAN PARTICULARLY THOSE RELATED TO 
PROBLEM OF AIRPORT SECURITY. 

2. DEPARTMENT IS ONCE AGAIN REQUESTED TO SUPPLY US WITH ITS 
PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON ADVANTAGES OR DISADVANTAGES OF ESTABLISHING 
ADDITIONAL PRECLEARANCE UNIT IN FREEPORT TAKING INTO PART- 
ICULAR ACCOUNT ISSUES RAISED IN REFTEL. 
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